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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HASTINGS of Washington) (during the 
vote). Members are advised there are 2 
minutes remaining in this vote. 

b 1923 

So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 

all Members may have 5 legislative 
days within which to revise and extend 
their remarks on H.R. 4567, and that I 
may include extraneous and tabular 
material. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kentucky? 

There was no objection. 
f 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2005 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HASTINGS of Washington). Pursuant to 
House Resolution 675 and rule XVIII, 
the Chair declares the House in the 
Committee of the Whole House on the 
State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 4567. 
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
Accordingly, the House resolved 

itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4567) 
making appropriations for the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2005, and 
for other purposes, with Mr. GILLMOR 
in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the 

rule, the bill is considered as having 
been read the first time. 

Under the rule, the gentleman from 
Kentucky. (Mr. ROGERS) and the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. SABO) 
each will control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky (Mr. ROGERS). 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Chairman, I am pleased to be 
here to present to the body the fiscal 
year 2005 Homeland Security Appro-
priations bill, the second such bill ever 
written by the Committee on Appro-
priations. 

The bill before us provides $32 billion 
for the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity. That is $1.1 billion above the cur-
rent year, and $496 million above the 
President’s request. 

Mr. Chairman, it is very hard to be-
lieve that the Department was created 
just a year ago. There have been grow-
ing pains, but tremendous progress has 
been made. This is not an easy task to 
get our arms around, but I think the 
Department is succeeding, and their 
success is significant. 

In just one year, for example, the De-
partment has inventoried the Nation’s 
critical infrastructure to include more 
than 33,000 facilities. The Department 
is identifying and reducing 
vulnerabilities at chemical facilities, 
nuclear power plants, national monu-
ments, subway and light rail systems, 
and commercial sites. The Department 
has streamlined the process used to get 
the money out to first responders, set-
ting up a one-stop shop. They continue 
to work with State and local govern-

ments to identify choke points so that 
money can flow quickly and get where 
it is needed. The Department regularly 
communicates threat information with 
State and local officials. Last year, the 
Department issued 41 warnings and ad-
visory notices to State and local enti-
ties. 

The Department established a two- 
way communications system with 
State and local homeland security per-
sonnel. This system was recently used 
in Kentucky when there was a small-
pox scare in the small rural town of 
London. The information was quickly 
passed on to the Department and other 
Federal officials and appropriate ac-
tion was immediately taken. The sys-
tem works. 

The Department has increased their 
presence to more than 38 ports in 18 
different countries, prescreening all 
high-risk cargo before it reaches our 
shores. The Department has estab-
lished three Homeland Security Cen-
ters of Excellence, created standards 
for first responder equipment, and in-
stalled and operated sensor systems in 
30 high-risk cities to detect biohazards. 
Those are just some things that they 
are doing. 

There is no doubt, Mr. Chairman, 
that more work needs to be done, but 
the Department is clearly on the right 
track, identifying our vulnerabilities, 
matching them to threats, and putting 
out specific guidance on ways to pro-
tect our homeland. 

Fiscal year 2005 will be the second 
full year of operation for the Depart-
ment. This bill continues the successes 
of the past year and includes initia-
tives to move us closer to our goals of 
prevention, preparedness, and response. 

The bill provides $4.1 billion for our 
first responders, the first line of de-
fense. These brave men and women are 
the first on the scene whenever there 
might be a problem. They are the back-
bone of our communities. 

Since 9/11, this Congress has provided 
$26.7 billion for these first responders. 
Those dollars have helped train more 
than 285,000 police, fire, and emergency 
medical personnel around the Nation 
to respond to acts of terrorism, includ-
ing weapons of mass destruction. No 
community in America, whether urban 
or rural, is immune from acts of ter-
rorism. This bill strikes a balance be-
tween funding high-risk communities 
and providing support for States and 
localities, striving to achieve and 
maintain minimum levels of prepared-
ness. For 2005 we propose an additional 
$1.175 billion to improve security in our 
urban and most populated areas. 

The United States is the most open 
nation in the world. Our borders are 
the gateway for billions of dollars in 
commercial trade and millions of visi-
tors. However, these same borders are 
potential entry points for terrorists 
and weapons of mass destruction. This 
2005 bill provides $9.8 billion for border 
protection and related activities. This 
funding will continue our efforts to 
create smart borders that keep terror-
ists out of America without stemming 
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